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_(1.) Country-man. Yo Hope, Adafer, That 
| What you have daid 
of *Predeftination will 
Satisfy others as well as it has me. Firft, 
that the whole Difpuce, as manag’d by 
the Calvinifts, is all built upon a ‘wrong 
Foundation, even by their own Confeffion, 
in Arguing Seriftly from words ad Captum, 
and which they Confefs .to be {@; And 
will not fuffer the like to be done in any 
other Cafe. Therefore that they ought 
to ftop their Difputes upon this Point, 
till they can find Properwords to fpeak 
by, if they will fpe “Properly of God. 
And thefe Di/putes ought to Ceafe for a 
Second Reafon you have given, which ‘is, 
That they are Ufelefs, becaufe whatever 
the Secret Decrees of God may ‘be fuppos’d 
to be, yet that they cannot go againft 
or Invalidate His Wz Declar’d Openly in 
the Holy Scriptures, for that wou'd be to 
Contradiét Himfelf. Therefore that we may 
Work in Hope and Chearfully Apply our 
felves to the Performing of what He has 
Commanded..Us , with full Traft and Affarance 
in what He. has Promis’d, without Perplex- 
ing and. Intangling our félves in thefe Di/-. 
pees about His Secret Decrees; for they 
mult go. according to His Reveal’d Will. 
In this we are Sue, and therefore thefe 
Difpues are at ‘the Belt Ufelefs to Us; 
But of moft Pernicious Confequence “when 
taken by the Wrong Handle, as’ yon, have 
fully fhew’d. . , 
nf 
' “(2.) Bot there is one thing whetein Dr. 
Edwards and the Predsftinarians do very 
much Boaft; they fay. that théir Doéctrin 
istagreeable to our 39 Articles; and there- 
fore chat our Clergy have. Apoffatiz’a (ag Dr- 


Edwards’ words it) from’ the Dedrin of l 


the Obarch of England: And that the Di/- 


fenters are the true Church of England, be= 
caufe they hold Predeftination, and are a- 
gainft Free-Will, as they fay our Articles 
likewife fpeak. Now tho’ this be no Ar- 
gument as to the Dofirin it felf, yet to 
thofe of the Church of England it is of 
very great Confequence, as well to Vindi- 
cate the Church of England, as to: ftop 
the Mouths of the Diffenters, which are all 
open upon Us on this account. 

Rebearfal. The tenth Article is of Free- 
will. Which is not at all there Deny’d, 
but rather fuppos’d and, Afferted. Bue it 
fuppofes the Concurrrence of the Grace of 
God by Chrift to be Neceffary’ to Incline 
and Guide our Wil, and to Work with 
Us, When we have that good Will, Which 
is exa@ly Agreeable to what I have faid 
before of, Grace and our Working with it, 
in my Num. 232. 

The 17th Article is of Predeftination. 
And keeps to the Seripture-Phrafe of God’s 
Ordaining before the World began, of Calling 
whom He Fore-knew, Fuftifying, Sanétifying 
them &c. Which is to be Underftood in 
the fame and no other fenfe than as thefe 
words “are us’d in Holy Scripture, which all 
Agree to be ad Captum, as we have Dil- 
cours’d’ before. And thefe Expreffions of 
Scripture are, according to our Capacities 
and~ Manner of Speaking, as this Article 


‘| fays, ful of Sweéer, Pleafant, and Unfpeakable 


Comfort te Godly Perfons. But then this 
Arnicle Checks the Chriofities of this Dif- 
pute (which is what I have been Blaming) 
and fays, For Curious and Carnal perfons lack- 
ing the Spirit of Chrift, to have continually 
before their Eyes the Sentence of God’s Pre- 
opie 1s &. Moft Dangerous Downfal, 
whereby the Devil doth thruft them either into 





Defperation, or into Wretchleffne/s of moft Un- 
clean Living, no lefs Pernicions than De[peration. 
Conuntry-w7. 
































Conttry-m. This is fo Exatly what you 
have faid, that yours is but a Comment 
wpon this. 

Rebear{, Then the Article ends thus, 
Furthermore, we muff receive God’s Promifes 
in fuch wife as they be generally fet forth to 
us in boly Scripture: And in our Doings, 
that Wi of God is to be follow’d, which 
we have exprefly declared unto us in the word 
of God. 

Country-m. This is Juft as you have Con- 
cluded, That we may fafely Troft in 
God's Pvromifes, and Perform our Duty 
chearfally which he has Commanded in 
holy Scripture, without Perplexing our felves 
about His Secret Decrees. 

Therefore inflead of thefe Articles being 
againft- you, or you againft them, you 
have perfectly follow’d them in your Ar- 
gument, and Explain’d them. 

Rebearf. Obferve further, That there is 
not a word of Reprobation in this 17th 
Article of Predeflination, nothing of God's 
having Fore-Decreed any to Aifery, but it 
{peaks only of thofe whom He has Eleéted 
to Salvatwn. So that tie Rigid Calvinifts 
againft whom we have been Difpnting can 
find no Colour or Umbrage in . their Fa- 
vour from this Article. ‘ 

Therefore whatever the opinion of par- 
ticular Men might have been, this cannot 
be Charg’d upon the Church of England. 


(3.) There was a time when fome of 
our Divines ran in too much with the 
Calvinifis. In the Aarian Periecution many 
fied to Geneva and thofe Parts. And the 
Joint Caufe againft Popery, together with 
the Smart of their own Perfecution, inclin’d 
them to al] the favourable Opinion they 
cou’d have of their Friends, who gave them 
Shelter. By this means fome were Tindtur’d 
with thefe Rigid Notions of Predeftination. 
And when they Return’d to England in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, their Repu- 
tation made this Dotctrin go down more 
Eaiily- with fome People. 


(4.) But our LExglifh Cyprian, the Great 
Arch-Bifhop Land, fet himfelf to ftop the 
Torrent of this Jnfcétion, and when he 
was Chareelor of Oxford, he turn’d the 
Bent of their Studies from thefe Modern 
Polemicks , and Reading the. Dutch and 
German Syftems of Divinity, to Learn down- 
wards, and from the firft Beginning of 
Chriftianity to Acquaint themfelves with 
the Fathers in the feveral Ages to our 
times: Whereby they wou’d be better able 
to Judge. of the Novel Difputes of the 
Remonftrauts, Anti-Rewmonflrants, Supra and 
Sube Lapfarians, &c. which then Tormented 
the Reformation in Germany and Hoiland; 
and wherein we likewife took Part. And 


Sifter of Cambridge, which took the fm. 
Method) Reap to this Day the Benefe : 
thefe Pious Inftruions of her Learned 


ferved Reputation all over Europe for y,. 
Great Richie and ExaGnefs. in ae 
ty, and the Primitive Do&rin and Dif 
of the Church; and teaching us to Derive 
our Faith from its Fountain and Origna: 
and to go Higher up than either Luthe my 
Calvin. For want of which the Church of 
Kome has Gain’d great _ Advantage againh 
her lefs Learned Oppofers. 

For this Caufe Dr. Edwards has thought 
fit to fall foul upon Arch.Bifhop Laud a 
the Corrupter of our. Doftrin. But we Ble 
his Memory as the Refforer of it. 


(s.) The Dofter Charges him and x 
with bringing in what he calls Pelagianifm, 
and Arminianifm. But he is too Learted 


Concurrence and even Neceffity of Grace, w 
Enable us to bring forth Fruit unto God, 
as is before Explain’d, Nam. 232. 


(6.) Country-m. You have made it Plaig 
even to me. And now I am Frighted to 
chink, That any Divine. of the Church of 
England {howd make fuch an ufe of the 
Union Of the two Kingdoms, and to'Pro. 
pofe it in Print, as to Join with the Rigid 
Calvinifts in Seotland and Holland, and our own 
Diffemers at Home, againft the Church of En 
gland, which he calls Apoftat; and h 
with this Foraign and Domejtick Aid, to bring 
Us all back again to the Rigid and moft Ab- 
horrent Calvini/m of Predeftination ; to throw 
Men into De/pair, and Wretchle/sne[s of moft 
Unclean Living, as our Article of Predeffinag 
tion Speaks. . 


Waining to thofe of our Clergy wha yet 
remain Firm to the Church, that they may 
in time Ward this Blow which is fo Pub 
lickly Threatn’d, and alveady Attempted! 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Parallel between the Faith and Doétriné 

of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chiet Hereticks in all,Ages of the Church. 
And alfo a Parallel betwen Quakerifm and Popery. 





T Bifhop of Salisbury’s. proper defence, 
from a Speech cry’d about the sftreets 
in his Name, and faid»to have been fpoken 


‘by him in the Houfe of Lords upon: the Bill 


againft Occafional Conformity. . 
.N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
~\ Schiff, Toleration, cc. In a Letter 





to a. Friend. 
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that famous Univerfity (together with eH 


Chancellor, which has given them, that De 


not to know this to be a Miftake. Fo 
tho’ we Affert Free-Will, yet we teach. the . 


(7.) But L hope this will give fufficient 
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